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The Sr Mary Brogán 
Academic Scholarship & 
The Helen McRory Scholarship 

Principal, Mrs G. Donnelly, 
explained that the 
scholarships are a “practical 
expression of the legacy of 
Sr Mary Brogán who revelled 
in the successes of our 
students long after they left 
St. Joseph’s / Scoil Iósaef”. 

tuition fees. Niamh Brannigan received 
£4710 for her final year university fees 
in June 2024. As part of the scholarship 
programme these past students return 
to St. Joseph’s / Scoil Iósaef to deliver 
a range of programmes related to the 
personal and professional development of 
the current student body.

The Foundation was also extended to 
include “The Helen McRory Scholarship” 
which part-funded 10 Year 13 pupils’ 
travel and accommodation costs to attend 
a one week faith based camp in Boston 
College, Massachusetts. This experience 
has been invaluable for their own personal 
development and they have been 
generous in promoting this opportunity 
with other younger pupils so that they 
too gain the skills and values the 
programme brings. 

The Sr Mary Brogán Academic Scholarship 
provides financial support to current and 
past students of St. Joseph’s Grammar 
School / Scoil Iósaef. In the 2022-2024 
academic years, scholarships were offered 
to past students to support the payment 
of undergraduate or postgraduate degree

Recipient of Cairde Brogán 
Scholarship 2023-2024

N I A M H  B R A N N I G A N
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‘Ever To Excel’ programme, 
Boston USA

This year, ten students took the 
opportunity to participate in the Ever to 
Excel programme in Boston College, USA. 
This is a faith-based programme guided by 
the teachings of Saint Ignatius of Loyola 
and aims to help participants to learn more 
about their place in the world and how to 
create a more meaningful life through the 
lens of Ignatian spirituality. It has been a 
real privilege for all our students over the 
years to be chosen as recipients of our 
Helen Mc Rory scholarship. We are grateful 
to the Foundation which has facilitated 
these experiences, living out the legacy of 
our devoted former principal.

“I will be forever grateful being 
awarded the first Helen Mc Rory 
Scholarship which gave me the 
opportunity to travel to Boston 
college this summer to attend 
the ‘Ever To Excel’ programme. 
This programme focused on faith 
and personal growth and has 
provided me with transferrable 
skills that I will certainly 
implement in my life. Each day 
a new keynote speaker fuelled 
my inner determination and 
motivation to become the best 
version of myself.

P A S T  P U P I L

P A S T  P U P I L

P A S T  P U P I L

Niamh McCormick

Conor Nugent 

Grace Byrne

“The global networking 
opportunity that this trip 
afforded me was something 
special. To have made friends that 
I am still in regular contact with 
from Japan, Mexico, Dublin and 
lots of different states in America, 
is just fantastic.” 

“The Ever to Excel trip to Boston 
in the Summer of 2024 has 
shaped my faith, my friendships 
and my future in ways I could 
never have imagined”
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Cairde Brogán 
Foundation

Through generous donations 
of time, expertise, and financial 
assistance, our business 
partners provide invaluable 
opportunities that extend 
beyond the classroom, 
empowering our students with 
practical skills and experiences 
that set them apart in the 
competitive world of work.

In collaboration with industry 
professionals, the SJS Dragons’ Den 
offers our students an immersive 
experience in the art of pitching. 
Through expert-led training and hands-
on practice, students present business 
concepts that incorporate marketing, 
finance, and legal considerations. 
The winning pitch received a £500 
investment to bring their business idea 
to life, providing real-world insights into 
entrepreneurship and innovation.

E M P O W E R I N G  S T U D E N T S  F O R  S U C C E S S
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SJS Dragons’ Den
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SJS Junior Apprentice

The SJS Junior Apprentice 
challenges students to apply their 
problem-solving and presentation 
skills through a series of weekly 
challenges. Working in teams, 
students tackle real business 
problems, presenting their solutions 
and strategies in a dynamic, high-
pressure environment, mirroring 
the challenges faced in the 
corporate world.

SJS Bake Off

The SJS Bake Off provides an 
exciting opportunity for students 
to showcase their creativity and 
expertise in the culinary arts. This 
event encourages students to 
develop practical skills in a fun and 
engaging way, fostering teamwork, 
time management, and precision in a 
real-world setting.
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